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• Watershed = 75,000 
square miles & drains 40% 
of state

• Supports the CA economy 
Water for 27 million people 
& 4 million acres of 
farmland 

• Largest estuary on west 
coast of N. and S. America

• Habitat for 800 species 
• Commercial & recreational 

fisheries, recreation & 
tourism
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Ecosystem Collapse Water SupplyWater Quality

Sea Level Rise
Threadfin Shad

Winter Run Chinook Adults

Delta Smelt
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Description
• California will update water quality standards in 

the Bay-Delta that are protective of fish and 
wildlife beneficial

• Existing standards may not be appropriate
• Phase I – South Delta & San Joaquin River and 

tributaries
• Phase II – Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta

EPA Role
• Approve or disapprove any new or modified 

Water Quality Standards (WQS)
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Lower San Joaquin River
• Draft objectives (2012) 
• 1000 cfs baseflow at Vernalis
• 35% of flow in tributaries Feb to June 
• Narrative aquatic life objective
• Relaxed south Delta salinity

Issues & Concerns
• Vague & not enforceable 
• Need year-round protection
• Insufficient to protect 

essential ecological 
functions

• Not an improvement in flow 
conditions

• Dramatically lower than 
standards elsewhere 

• May not support fall-run 
Chinook salmon or other 
migratory fish

Fall Run Juvenile Chinook
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EPA Actions
• Scoping comments in March 

2009 
• Comments on draft objectives 

in March 2013

Next Steps
• New draft objectives 

expected January 2016
• EPA will review and 

comment in early 2016

Next Steps continued ….
• Water Board will adopt by the 

end of 2016
• EPA to approve or disapprove 

near end of 2016/beginning of 
2017

• Potential for EPA disapproval of 
adopted water quality standards

• EPA would have to promulgate 
protective standards
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Phase II Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
• Modify or adopt new objectives

– Delta outflow also called “X2”
– Suisun Marsh salinity
– Reverse flows
– Floodplain flows

• Science supports substantial increase in outflow to 
protect aquatic life

• Scientific foundation for new objectives released 
early in 2016
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EPA Actions
• Comment letters
• April 2012
• August 2012
• November 2012

Issues & Concerns
• Need more freshwater flow 

through the Delta
• Overdue by at least 3 years
• Measurable and enforceable 

standards 
• Monitoring and science for 

assessment and adaptive 
management

Next Steps
• Draft objectives released 

early 2016
• EPA will provide written 

comments and present at 
Board meetings

• Anticipate need of technical 
support for review of 
proposed objectives
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